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A Letter From the 
Editor 

Chad Pisano ’19
Editor-in-chief

Hello readers, and welcome back 
for another semester! Since most of 
you will be freshmen, and those of 
you who aren’t freshmen still haven’t 
read the newspaper for a while now, 
I’d like to introduce myself. My name 
is Chad Pisano and I am a senior who 
is majoring in English and Govern-
ment. This will be my second semes-
ter in charge of the newspaper and 
my seventh overall in school here at 
Hampden-Sydney College. Through-
out the time that I’ve spent here on 
the hill, there are a lot of things that 
I have learned and a lot of ways in 
which I’ve changed. I know that you 
freshmen have likely been inundated 
with unprompted and repetitive ad-
vice from peers, teachers, and parents; 
and I’m sure that it’s all starting to 
blur together right about now. I’ll be 
honest with you: that sort of advice 
never stops coming, and usually it 
doesn’t get any more helpful than it 
is now. But if you haven’t gotten sick 
of it yet, or if you’re willing to listen 
to me for whatever reason, I have 
a few pieces of advice that I’d like 
to offer to those reading this letter.

The first piece of advice I have 
for you is to get to know your teach-
ers and advisors as well as you pos-
sibly can. I was talking to someone 

A Message From the 
President

Continued on  page 4

recently who remarked that their 
class size at a big state school aver-
aged somewhere above two hundred 
people per class. While that certainly 
seemed to me to be on the high end 
of the nation, not many people have 
as much access to their teachers as we 
do here. Perhaps more important than 
that, however, is that I’ve never been 
somewhere where the teachers want 
to help their students more than they 
do here. Often times when I see stu-
dents fail a class or struggle through it, 
it’s almost like they’re actively trying 
to dodge all the help that they are of-
fered by their teachers. Professors here 
love their students. They admire work 
ethic. They respect one’s drive to learn. 
They love their classes and only want 
to see people succeed in them. Smart 
or stupid, you can only benefit from 
going to the person who grades your 
papers and picking his brain for an 
hour or two. You might learn some-
thing about the class or you might 
learn something about your teacher, 
but ultimately the only thing you re-
ally have to lose from getting close 
with your teachers and developing 
relationships with them is time. And 
take it from a senior, there’s a little bit 
too much time to kill in Farmville. 
Spend it developing a network of bril-
liant people who are well equipped 
to help you through college and 
continue supporting you afterwards.

Secondly, I’d like you all to take 
advantage of what Hampden-Sydney 

I encourage you members of the 
Class of 2022, to reflect on your par-
ents, teachers, and other mentors have 
prepared you to excel here at Hamp-
den-Sydney. They provided you with 
a foundation upon which you will 
build your college career. I also want 
to acknowledge parents and thou-
sands of alumni and friends of this 
College, who through their financial 
contributions and the scholarships 
they have funded, make it possible for 
you to receive the benefits of a Hamp-
den-Sydney College education. …

Earlier today, you received a packet 
that contains a little booklet, To Man-
ner Born, To Manners Bred, authored 
by Tommy Shomo, a member of the 
Hampden-Sydney Class of 1969 and 
an alumnus who devoted nearly his 
entire professional career to educating 
young men at this College. This year, we 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of the 
publication of this little book, which 
is about much more than etiquette; 
it is really a guide to being a good 
man, a good citizen, and a gentleman.

Following high school, many 
young men must immediately assume 
responsibility for earning a living, for 
taking care of a family, or for rent-
ing or owning a home. By attending 
college, and especially by attending 

this College, you have the privilege 
and, really, the luxury, of having four 
years between the time you leave 
home and the time you must assume 
such responsibilities. Toward the end 
of his book, Tommy describes this 
in-between period this way: “This 
campus is a little world, and for our 
students it is their special place for 
four years. They know, however, that 
it will not be their world forever, and 
they are preparing themselves to be 
“good men and good citizens” as un-
derstood in the 18th century and in 
the 21st century. It is a treasured thing 

for a youth to have a special place in 
which to become a man—a beauti-
ful place where honor is a virtue, ci-
vility a habit, and learning a goal.”

It is a treasured thing to have this 
very special place and very special 
time in your life. During these next 
four years, you can prepare yourself 
to be all you can be in your life. We 
are seeking to form good men and 
good citizens—this has been our 
mission for 243 years—and we do 
this by offering you an extraordinary 
coming-of-age experience provided 
by a highly talented, dedicated, and 

Continued on page 4
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WE’RE
HIRING!

Writers, photographers, sports fans, and 
cartoonists,  have you ever wanted a 

journalistic outlet? Could you use some extra 
dough? The Hampden-Sydney Tiger is looking 

for you! 

All students are welcome and there is no 
application necessary 

Look for our table on C-Day and/or contact 
the Tiger by email at newspaper@hsc.edu.

Go Tigers!

 The Hampden-Sydney Tiger
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OPINIONS

On behalf of Hampden-Sydney’s 
Unity Alliance, I would like to ex-
tend to you a very warm welcome. 
This year’s freshman class is suppos-
edly the largest in the College’s his-
tory, which bodes well for the future 
of not only the institution at large, 
but also the clubs and organiza-
tions that contribute to campus life. I 
would like to take a moment to rec-
ommend for your attention the or-
ganization I lead, the Unity Alliance. 

You may be familiar with simi-
lar organizations from high school 
that call themselves “gay-straight 
alliances.” While there is nothing 
wrong with such a name, it never 

quite feels like an adequate descrip-
tion for things as complex as gender, 
sexual orientation, and other similar 
aspects of personal identity. With this 
in mind, our organization is called 
the Unity Alliance to underscore the 
importance of partnership and mu-
tual benefit between the LGBTQ+ 
community on campus and its allies. 

I know what you’re thinking. This 
is Hampden-Sydney. Surely no LG-
BTQ+ community of any size could 
exist here! And, in a way, you’re right: 
compared to like-minded organiza-
tions at Longwood (PRIDE) and 
Sweet Briar (GLOW), the Unity 
Alliance is a fledgling organization 
that is still figuring out its place on 
campus, despite the not-insignifi-
cant length of its history. While its 
prominence in the campus imagina-
tion has fluctuated over the years, the 
Unity Alliance remains committed 
to being a resource for students—all 
students, queer or otherwise—who 

Welcome from the Hampden-Sydney Unity Alliance 

Dalton Hall ’19
Guest Contributor

want to learn more about themselves, 
connect with campus allies (who 
take a startlingly diverse number of 
forms), and enjoy fellowship with 
like-minded individuals that they 
might otherwise not have had. This 
is a social club; we want students to 
connect with one another in mean-
ingful ways, just like any other club. 
We also, however, want to advocate 
for ourselves on a campus that can, 
at times, feel like a very lonely place.

If what I have said here intrigues 
you (and even if it doesn’t), I would 
like to invite all of you to attend the 
Unity Alliance’s first major event 
of the year: the annual Raft Debate, 
held this year on Wednesday, 5 Sep-
tember at 6:00 PM in Crawley Fo-
rum. Ask any upperclassman: the 
Raft Debate is a high point of the 
campus year, a night of fun, laugh-
ter, and departmental pride. Let me 
set the scene. After a world-ending 
apocalypse, mankind must rebuild 

society from the ground up. You, the 
audience members, have managed to 
build a raft to take yourselves to safety 
on a desert island. Three professors 
from different disciplines will debate 
why their knowledge and skills pro-
vide the greatest benefit for the new 
society. But there’s the rub: you only 
have space for one more person on 
the raft! It will be up to you to decide 
which professor deserves that spot. 

This year, Dr. James Frusetta will 
be moderating; Dr. Abigail Horne will 
represent the Department of English; 
Dr. Stephen Bloom, the Department 
of Physics and Astronomy; and Dr. 
Ivo Gyurovski, the Department of 
Psychology. Dr. Mike Utzinger will be 
arguing for why none of them deserve 
to be saved, a particularly damning 
position when you consider that he’s 
a professor of religion. The winner 
will be determined by acclamation, 
so the more students who turn out to 
support their favored professor, the 

more glorious their victory becomes! 
In addition to not dying in an irradi-
ated, zombie-infested wasteland, the 
winner will be able to sign their name 
on Wilson, the Raft Debate trophy 
and a prop from a movie that only 
your parents remember. It is one of 
Hampden-Sydney’s most oft-attend-
ed events, and one best enjoyed in the 
company of friends. Flyers will be go-
ing up around campus in the coming 
weeks. I also hear that Dr. Frusetta has 
planned a few surprises of his own.

The Unity Alliance will have a 
small table set up at the Raft Debate to 
greet you. Stop by, say hello, and learn 
a little more about us and our on-cam-
pus partners. The time and place of our 
meetings this semester have yet to be 
decided, so be on the lookout in your 
emails for updates from me or an-
other member of the executive board. 

Again, welcome, and best 
wishes for a productive first 
year. See you at the debate!   
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Letter From the 
Editor Continued

I’m sure you’ve heard it plenty of 
times from your parents: “College is 
a place to try new things.”  And I’m 
sure you believe it to an extent, given 
that you chose a well-rounded educa-
tion at a liberal arts college in lieu of 
a more specialized degree at a univer-
sity. You chose an education where 
you can major in one field while sam-
pling classes in the other areas you 
have interest in.  This freedom makes 
for a perfect opportunity to find out 
what truly interests you, and more-
over where you strengths lie.  So I’m 
encouraging you all to take advantage 
of a truly unique liberal arts educa-
tion and urging you not to rush in to 
a major.  Hampden-Sydney allows 
you until second semester of sopho-
more year to declare a major.  Take 
advantage of this time to figure out 
what concentrations interests you, and 
furthermore, what major you will be 
most successful in attaining.  Lastly, I 
urge you to keep an open mind.  I’ve 
had quite a few friends come into col-
lege with a predetermined major, take 
tons of classes for their major, and 
only then realize that they don’t enjoy 
it.  And in at least a couple of these 
cases, after changing their major, they 
were no longer on pace to graduate in 

Jack Weaver ’19
Copy Editor

Trying New 
Things

has to offer. I chose this school, in 
part, because the experience it offers 
is almost totally unique. No one else 
can really say they went to an all-boys 
school, and even those who can don’t 
have the same experience that we do. 
So from day one, you have an experi-

ence that is socially unrivaled. If you 
want to make that a good thing or 
a bad thing, the impetus is on you. 
Aside from conspicuously offering 
one less gender, we have a great va-
riety of activities to do at Sydney. 
While the same could be said of any 
other decently well-funded college, 
our school has a distinctively small 
student body. This small size, when 
coupled with the fact that we’re an 
all-boys school, has the function (at 
least in my mind) of making any event 
you go to or club you join seem like 
a much more intimate and friendly 
experience because it’s possible to 
network and connect with more 
people much more thoroughly and 
complete way than at other colleges.

My third piece of advice is to 
take advantage of the small size of 
Hampden-Sydney. As cynical as it 
sounds, it’s easier to be a big fish in 
a small pond. I never had experience 
with a newspaper until my sophomore 
year of college, but I threw myself 
at the opportunity to become edi-
tor and the next thing I knew it was 
already happening. I’ve been able to 
join so many clubs with my friends, 
rise up within them and help them 

out because Hampden-Sydney allows 
the individual to make a real impact. 
There are a number of reasons for that, 
but ultimately what this means is that 
if you see something you want to be 
done here, or a club that should be 
better run, do it! It’s easy to make your 

voice heard on this campus (especially 
through the Tiger). There are less 
people standing in your way at H-SC 
than there will be for the rest of your 
life, and the real world doesn’t have as 
many longboarding and music interest 
clubs as we have here. So why not pre-
side over one of those clubs yourself ?

Finally, and this is less of a point 
than the rest of my advice, try to learn 
from this school every day. I learned 
how to interact with people from 
places that were much different from 
my hometown when I first got here. 
I learned how to have fun, and then 
buckle down and have less fun when 
I needed it, in the year following that. 
Recently, I’ve learned that leader-
ship when you’re working with adults 
is more complicated than bossing 
around your Boy Scout patrol when 
you’re in middle school. What you will 
learn from year to year will probably 
be much different, and so I can’t really 
tell you what it will be or even how to 
hear it. But what I do know is that this 
place is great at teaching you about 
yourself. Listen to it. You come here 
as boys so that you may leave as men, 
but this place doesn’t do the chang-
ing for you. That’s where you come in.

“It’s easy to make your voice 
heard on this campus...”

Argus Software is a proud 
sponsor of ARGUS 

Financial Analysis courses at 
Hampden-Sydney College.

Continued on page 8

President’s Message 
Continued

demanding faculty and staff. We are 
offering you a unique combination 
of rigorous academics and character 
development. Rhetoric is the center-
piece of our academic program be-
cause there is nothing more important 
than you leaving here knowing how 
to think critically and creatively and 
to express yourself well. We believe 
it is important for you to be exposed 
to many different subjects and disci-
plines even as you develop expertise in 
a major. In a world that is changing 
so fast and so radically, your capacity 
to think, to draw insights from a wide 
range of knowledge, to discern what is 
important from what isn’t important, 
and to communicate your views ef-
fectively will prepare you well for suc-
cess throughout your life and career. 

We believe you should study our 
Western tradition. It’s not that the 
West has always gotten it “right” or that 
we don’t need to be open to what oth-
er cultures and civilizations can teach 
us, but it is very important for you to 
understand how your society came to 
value individual freedom and agency 
and how we have struggled over the 
centuries to make those values univer-
sal values. Along the way, you will be 
exposed to much wisdom and many 
beautiful works of human creativity. 
We will also ask you to take courses in 
U.S. history and government because 
we want you to be knowledgeable, ef-
fective, and engaged citizens. And, we 
will also ask you to study a foreign lan-
guage, in part because the capacity to 
learn a foreign language demonstrates 
intellectual flexibility, and also because 
we want you to develop an appre-
ciation for other peoples and cultures.

While all colleges offer an educa-
tional program, few today are interest-

ed in developing their students’ char-
acter. Perhaps they have decided that 
this isn’t their job, or perhaps they be-
lieve that notions of right and wrong 
have become so relative that they are 
reluctant to prescribe what it means to 
be “good men and good citizens.”  But, 
at Hampden-Sydney, we are commit-
ted to the simultaneous development 
of your intellect and your character. As 
another college president once said, 
“It is not enough to develop intel-
lect, for intellect by itself is essentially 
amoral, capable of evil as well as good. 
We must develop the character which 
makes intellect constructive, and the 
personality which makes it effective.”  

With my own son going off to 
college, I have spent much time over 
the last year thinking about all of the 
lessons I’ve tried to impart…  So, very 
much from my heart, let me share with 
you young men of the Hampden-
Sydney College Class of 2022, who 
are all unique individuals, but also not 
all that different from my own son, 
some of the advice I have been sharing 
with Connor over the last few weeks.

Continued on page 5
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SPORTS
A Profile of Freshman Tigers

First, get to know the faculty and 
staff of this College. You are attend-
ing a school that offers a very personal 
form of higher education; so make 
this College’s faculty and staff mem-
bers your mentors. The Gallup orga-
nization last year released a study that 
found that the two key predictors of 
whether College is an amazing expe-
rience or just a so-so experience are 
whether, “I had at least one professor 
who made me excited about learning,” 
and “I had a mentor who encouraged 
me to pursue my goals and dreams.” 
So there you have it, even before you 
have your first college class here, you 
already know how to make these next 
four years an amazing experience. Go 
see your faculty members, tell them 
about your dreams and passions, talk 
with your RA and ask him for ad-
vice. If you make our faculty and staff 
members your mentors, they will help 
you develop a love for learning and 
they will connect you with opportuni-
ties that will enrich your college ex-
perience and broaden your world. …

My second piece of advice is this:  
have a great first year. College should 
be a very enjoyable time, and we want 
you to have some of the best times of 
your life here, but get off to a great start. 
Don’t ever neglect your classes. This is 
one of the few colleges in the country 
that doesn’t have much grade inflation, 
so if you do mediocre or sloppy work 
or if you think you can write a good 
paper the night before it is due, you 
will likely get a “C,” a “D,” or an “F” 
here. You may already think you want 
to go on to medical school or to law 
school or to business school or some 
other graduate program. It is very hard 
to pull-up a low grade point average 
acquired during your first year. …

Third, make the most of the 
Hampden-Sydney brotherhood. 
Make friends, and make friends with 
guys who are different from you, during 
your first few weeks here. I have talked 

with several students over the last two 
years who got caught-up in the crazy 
notion that they were the only person 
here who didn’t have a friend. Take a 
risk and sit down next to someone you 
don’t know in the Pannill Commons 
and get to know the guy sitting next 
to you in class. Make friends with up-
perclassmen. Above all, make friends 
with guys who are going to bring out 
the best in you, guys who will encour-
age you to act like a gentleman even 
as you have fun, guys who are smarter 
than you, or in better shape than you, 
or who have experienced things you’ve 
never experienced before. Stretch 
yourself. And, be safe. Brothers have 
a great time with each other, they 
tease and razz each other, but broth-
ers look out for one another and 
they finish what they start together.

My final piece of advice is that 
you find something here that you care 
about and you get involved. There 
is hardly anything more essential to 
your becoming a good man and a 
good citizen than to take responsi-
bility for making something good 
happen. Many of you have already 
taken on important responsibilities 
and excelled. You have been leaders 
in your high schools, you have been 
team captains, you have had jobs and 
looked after younger siblings. But, 
now you have opportunities to take-
on new and bigger responsibilities. 

This college is a leadership factory. 
We like to say that our students run 
the College, and in many ways, we 
have an uncommon commitment to 
student self-government. As you take 
on leadership roles and responsibilities 
at the college, reflect on your effective-
ness in those roles, and use your ex-
periences to learn about yourself and 
about how you can become a better 
and more responsible man and leader. 
It is all too common in our society for 
people to take credit when things go 

President’s Message 
Continued

Continued on page 8
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Shelby Hanna ’19
Opinion Editor

Hampden-Sydney Continues to Champion 
Free Speech

In the past several years, numer-
ous incidents from college campuses 
from around the country have “de-
platformed,” or denied access to, 
speakers who have had controversial 
or politically incorrect opinions. Het-
erodox Academy is an organization 
that, among other things, creates a 
ranking of schools based on view-
point diversity within their depart-
ments and the safety of open inquiry 
on college campuses. Given recent 
events, many highly regarded schools 
have poor rankings by Heterodox, 
including most of the Ivy League. 
Due to the organization’s limited 
resources that only allow so many 
schools to be assessed, Hampden-
Sydney is not ranked by Heterodox 
Academy. Thus, it is understandable 
if incoming students to H-SC or 

their parents have concerns about the 
state of free speech on our campus.

To put it simply, the principle of 
free speech and inquiry flourishes in 
practice at Hampden-Sydney Col-
lege. While I write from my own 
experience, professors have always 
been respectful to questions and open 
to discussion, provided students are 
similarly oriented towards having a 

respectful dialogue on the issue (as 
would fit a Hampden-Sydney gentle-
man). Students are challenged in the 
classroom to think in ways that they 
may not have previously considered, 
but are not forced to adopt the pro-
fessor’s position. Some professors even 
seek to obfuscate their own position 

so as not to run the risk of students 
trying to adopt it themselves to earn 
higher grades. While there are pro-
fessors who are energetic advocates 
of their own position, they are still 
open to discussion on the matter. In 
general, however, a well defended 
opinion on campus gets a fair hearing.

Among the student body, H-SC 
has a reputation of being a bastion 

of conservatism and right-leaning 
libertarianism. There is truth to this, 
but the campus does not lack left-
wing students. There are students that 
support Black Lives Matter, just as 
there are students that support build-
ing a wall. The numbers may vary, 
but civil and open discussion is the 

norm. In the Spring of 2017, for ex-
ample, the President of H-SCs Col-
lege Republicans partnered with the 
President of the Young Democrats 
and jointly penned a piece regarding 
civility in political conversation that 
appeared in the Wall Street Jour-
nal. Such an atmosphere is a point 
of pride for many on the campus.

The principle of free speech and 
inquiry does not merely flourish in 
the classroom at Hampden-Sydney, 
however, but also in extracurricu-
lar activities. On a weekly basis, the 
Union-Philanthropic Literary Society 
(UPLS) hosts an hourly debate on a 
variety of topics, which is advertised 
in the days leading up to event. (In 
Hampden-Sydney style, coat and tie 
are required.) Various other orga-
nizations secure speakers to deliver 
lectures or debate a variety of issues, 
often on contentious topics relating 
to public life. These events, hosted by 
the Wilson Center, the Center for the 
Study of Political Economy (CSPE), 
the Office of Student Affairs, and oth-
ers, are similarly well advertised and 
well attended. (Professors will often 

grant extra credit for students attend-
ing these events, too.) In the Spring 
of 2018, for example, CSPE brought 
in a few libertarian academics, and 
the Philosophy Department hosted 
a pair of Marxist intellectuals. That 
is only a small sample of the speak-
ers brought to campus, but it is illus-
trative of the wide range of political 
topics which are discussed on campus.

If parents or students were hoping 
for a student organization dedicat-
ing to pushing for greater freedom 
of speech and inquiry on campus, 
as many have formed on campuses 
across the continent, the lack of one 
is not indicative of a failing commit-
ment to such a principle. Rather, it is 
because of a widely diffused sentiment 
around campus that supports such a 
sentiment. Algernon Sydney, the man 
from which the latter half of our col-
lege name is derived, lost his life in 
part because of what he said. He was a 
martyr for free speech. And his com-
mitment to that principle is still ad-
mired and mirrored on campus today.

“To put it simply, the principle of 
free speech and inquiry 

flourishes in practice at 
Hampden-Sydney College.”

4 years. So take the time HSC gives 
you and the class variety they offer 
to determine the right major for you.

 If you’re a numbers minded 
person like myself, perhaps you’ll ben-
efit more from a quantitative defense 
for trying new things.  Hampden-
Sydney offers not just a wide variety 
of courses, but also a myriad of differ-
ent clubs, conferences, events, etc. to 
enhance your college experience.  Your 
tuition is what finances all of these ex-
tracurricular activities, so since you’re 

already paying for them, why not get 
the best bang for your buck?  I’m not 
saying that you should sign up for ev-
ery club, and participate in every extra-
curricular event, because that just isn’t 
feasible.  What I am suggesting, how-
ever, is to try out every club that sounds 
somewhat interesting to you and then 
narrow down the clubs and groups 
that bring you the greatest amount 
of fulfillment.  This practice will help 
you balance your schedule, while still 
getting your money’s worth at HSC. 

Trying New Things Continued
right, but to blame the situation or 
someone else when things go wrong. 
This tendency is so common that psy-
chologists call this the “self-serving 
bias.”  But Harry Truman was right:  
when you are the leader, the buck 
stops with you. Take on and own the 
responsibilities that come with be-
ing a campus leader so that you are 
prepared and know how to be an ef-
fective leader in the organizations 
where you will work and in the com-
munities you will one day call home.

So there you have it, four pieces of 
advice I have given to my own son and 
that I am happily giving to you. I will 

close by sharing with you an excerpt 
from a letter sent to me by a rising 
senior as I was getting ready to start 
my job here at Hampden-Sydney two 
summers ago. These words capture 
well the life-changing experience a 
Hampden-Sydney education can be: 
“The transformation I see in myself af-
ter only three years is nothing short of 
astounding. I’ve learned how to work 
hard and I’ve come to understand no 
one cares how hard you work because 
the bottom line is if you’re not produc-
ing, it doesn’t matter. I’ve learned how 
to balance multiple tasks. I’ve learned 
nobody is willing to fix your mistakes 

without consequences, so you must 
take it upon yourself to be responsible. 
I’ve learned that if you really want 
something, you must be diligent in 
your preparation. Finally, I’ve learned 
perseverance. There were many nights 
when the next day or the next test 
seemed impossible, but you can never 
give up no matter how bad it looks.”

Hampden-Sydney offers you 
the same opportunities we gave 
this young man to learn and grow 
and to become a good man and a 
good citizen. Welcome to the great 
adventure that awaits you here.

President’s Message Continued


